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HON KEN TRAVERS — PUBLIC TRANSPORT AUTHORITY OFFICERS 

As to Personal Explanation 
HON KEN TRAVERS (North Metropolitan) [5.37 pm]: I seek the indulgence of the house to make a personal 
explanation under standing order 85.  

Point of Order 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: Standing order 85 says “although there be no question before the Council;”. At the 
moment, it is my understanding there is a question before the Council.  

The PRESIDENT: To clarify the position with standing order 85 that was raised by the Leader of the House, 
technically there is a question before the house, which is order of the day 5, the Gas Supply (Gas Quality 
Specifications) Bill 2009. However, there has been an interruption in that debate in the sense that we had just 
passed the second reading and were moving into committee. I suggest that if the personal explanation that Hon 
Ken Travers wants to make refers to something pertaining to question time, perhaps the house may make a 
judgement that this is an appropriate time to do it. Other than that, it is in the house’s hands if it wants to take the 
personal explanation at this stage or whether it wants to leave that personal explanation to a later stage of the 
day’s sitting.  

Perhaps it may help when members seek to make a personal explanation if they give a very brief outline of the 
context and whether it is in relation to questions asked, a bill or another matter. I suggest, in terms of guidance, 
that it is up to the house. If it is a matter pertaining to question time, I think this is a relevant opportunity to make 
that personal explanation. If it is related to something completely contrary to or different from that, I would 
suggest perhaps the house may decide to take it at a later stage of this day’s sitting. I will leave it in the hands of 
the member who sought to make a personal explanation, if he wishes, to clarify in broader terms what the 
explanation is about, and then the house will have some more information on which to make its decision to grant 
leave.  

Hon KEN TRAVERS: I am happy to clarify to the house that I wanted to make a very specific point in relation 
to some comments the Minister for Transport made about the motivation for my views on the professionalism of 
officers of the Perth Transport Authority. I do not want to get into a debate about the broader issue, as that debate 
is for another appropriate time, but it is appropriate to make a statement at this point so that the officers who read 
it can see my response to those claims and my views about the professionalism of the Perth Transport Authority.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Standing order 85 enables a member to make an explanation about a matter of a 
personal nature, but it is not debatable. I do not know whether the member wants to engage in debateable matter 
or not. 

Hon Ken Travers: I just made it clear that I don’t.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: We know that this matter is subject to some different points of view because we 
heard the question and answer earlier today. If the house gives leave to the member to make a statement and does 
not provide the opportunity for another member to respond, because standing order 85 says the matter shall not 
be debated, it will put the other member in a very difficult position. On this occasion I suspect I will not provide 
leave.  

Hon ED DERMER: I noted the Leader of the House’s most recent comments, which were different from the 
ones he made previously.   

Hon Norman Moore: I accepted the President’s ruling.  

Hon ED DERMER: If ever there was a question before the house, then part of the standing order would 
therefore be relevant. But the committee stage of the bill we were considering before question time had not 
commenced, so I do not think there is an actual question before the chamber at this time.  

Hon Norman Moore: I accepted the President’s ruling on that.  

Hon ED DERMER: That is different from the Leader of the House’s original comment, but I thought it was 
worth bringing that to the attention of the house.  

The PRESIDENT: We had returned to orders of the day, so that technically means there is a question before the 
house, except we are moving into committee.  

Hon ED DERMER: I am interested to understand that, Mr President. If in the committee stage consideration 
had commenced of clause 1, for example, I understand that a question would be before the chair, but given that 
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we had not yet commenced consideration of any of the clauses in the bill, I fail to understand how a question can 
be before the chamber.  

Hon Norman Moore: We accepted the President’s advice on that matter. 

The PRESIDENT: I am not about to make a ruling on that. I am about to consider the request from Hon Ken 
Travers to make a personal explanation and to put the question to the house that leave be granted for Hon Ken 
Travers to make a personal explanation. Is leave granted? 

Leave denied.  
 


